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“When they offered me the job,  
I was covered in shit,” recounts Joe Gilgun. 
“Like, actual poo on my face. I’d just cycled  
my mountain bike through a field full of cows.  
then I got the phone call: ‘do you want to be  
a vampire?’” It’s a scenario not a million miles 
from Preacher, the small-screen adaptation of 
Garth ennis and Steve dillon’s bonkers comic 
book about a clergyman accidentally imbued with 
the power of God. So far, it’s taken in chainsaw 
fights, exploding Scientologists, cockney angels 
and an unkillable demon cowboy — not to 
mention a character with an arse for a face.

With Season 1 ending, quite literally, with 
a bang, Season 2 shifts gears, introducing new 
characters, a deeper backstory and more black 
comedy, as the key trio of Jesse Custer (dominic 
Cooper), tulip o’hare (ruth negga) and Cassidy 
(Gilgun) embark on a road trip to find God, 
whereabouts unknown. And where better to 
hunt for the Almighty than in the deep South?

“It feels like we’re working on a different 
show,” says Cooper, speaking on the new 
orleans set of the show’s sophomore run.  
“We’re playing the same characters, but the  
tone has changed dramatically.” Empire is on  
set during episode seven of 13 (three more than 
the previous season, a vote of confidence from 
cable network AMC), stalking the interiors of  
a high-ceilinged apartment which has the feel  
of tyler durden’s house in Fight Club: distressed 
walls, overflowing ashtrays, the mundane 
meeting the miraculous. 

Well-received though it was, Season 1 — 
effectively a prequel to the comic — drew the ire 
of some fans for straying so far from the source. 
Seth rogen, evan Goldberg and Sam Catlin, the 
show’s executive producers and watchful high 
priests, have taken note. Cooper assures Empire 
that Season 2 “feels more part of what the 
comics’ essence is”. there are no “second album 
fears”, adds negga. As Jesse, tulip and Cassidy 
embark on their second havoc-strewn outing, 
nobody is planning to get shit on their face. 
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Clockwise from 

above: Jesse 

(Dominic Cooper), 

vampire Cassidy (Joe 

Gilgun) and Tulip 

(Ruth Negga) head  

off on a road trip in 

search of God; Tulip 

and Cassidy have  

a (dis)comfort break; 

The Saint Of Killers — 

The Cowboy (Graham 

McTavish) is in hot 

pursuit; Dominic 

Cooper between 

takes on location  

with executive 

producer Seth Rogen.


